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This Week’s Program

Spring Has Sprung! Optimists Emerge from Hibernation
Evansville Downtown Optimist Club Meeting — April Showers Bring May Optimists

Spring has officially arrived in Evansville, and with it, the return of blooming trees, chirping
birds, and a fully thawed Optimist Club. The pollen wasn’t the only thing in the air this week—
so was enthusiasm, trivia, and, of course, conscience money.

President Rich Hawley, wearing all the hats this month (President, Sarge, Trivia Sensei), rang
the bell at 12:10 PM and got things rolling like a tulip on a breezy hill.

Ron Eberhart opened the meeting with a heartfelt invocation (the flowers bowed their petals in
reverence), followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a bold recitation of the Optimist Creed—

O T spring-style optimism in full effect.
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Ron reminded everyone that the Board Meeting is coming up next Tuesday at Noon at the
ONB Hub. Sandwiches are optional, but strongly encouraged.

Half-Pot Hopes Were Dashed
The half-pot drawing took a dramatic turn when Josh Paulson’s name was pulled... but Josh
was nowhere to be found. So the pot, much like the grass in your yard, continues to grow.

Springtime Trivia!

RESPECT Rich, doubling as trivia master, challenged our minds with some seasonal stumpers:
rrrrrr e  Wettest place in the U.S.? Nope, not your cousin’s basement—it’s a mountain in Hawaii.

e Bird that tricks others into raising its kids? The Cuckoo—proof that even birds out-
source.

e  Why do rabbits have long ears? Not for fashion—it’s their early-warning system. Basical-
ly, flufty radar.

Time to Pay Up
Then came the true test of spring renewal-—conscience money collection. Rich went around

with a big smile and a gentle “you know what you did,” and the members coughed up the cash.
A tradition as old as spring cleaning, only more profitable.
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Optimist Newsletter Continued

Guests and Returns

¢ Dan Phillips made a triumphant return—glad to see him back among the blooming crowd.
> ¢ Guests included Gelinda Mascoe, our speaker, along with Kristi Pfeiffer and Jenny Koch,
" both guests of Mark Hackert, who clearly believes in sharing Optimist joy (and possibly re-
= cruiting backup trivia teammates).
JOOI
0Jol Spotlight on Our Speaker: Gelinda Mascoe and the Haitian Center of Evansville
Our featured speaker, Gelinda Mascoe, Executive Director, ‘
brought warmth and insight as she shared the mission of the
Haitian Center of Evansville. Founded just two years ago, the ¥ —
) A center was created to support the nearly 10,000 Haitian
Za immigrants who now call our region home. !
oorToaist | | | Their purpose? To provide training, resources, and connections \‘
CONTEST that empower Haitians to live independently, thrive economical- = /8
\ @. / ly, and integrate more easily into the Evansville community. This ' 4

isn’t just support—it’s strategy and compassion in action.

They’ve already formed partnerships with schools, the \,‘
Evansville Police Department, and a range of community =
organizations. Their ever-growing list of classes and workshops
includes:

Computer literacy (because opening 14 browser tabs is a modern survival skill)
Resume writing (and how not to list "watching Netflix" under “Skills™)

Parenting classes

Healthy living and financial literacy

Haitian cultural events that bring the flavor, music, and spirit of Haiti to our community
Cultural training to help bridge understanding between neighbors

RESPECT
FOROLAW It’s inspiring to see such impactful work happening in our backyard. Gelinda’s message remind-

ed us of the power of community, connection, and cultural compassion. It’s safe to say she left
our club a little smarter and a whole lot more optimistic.

In Conclusion
The Downtown Optimist Club spring gathering was a hit: good friends, good trivia, and a great
reminder that sunshine isn’t just in the weather—it’s in the work we do and the people we sup-
port. See you next time—bring your trivia brain, your giving spirit, and maybe a rabbit (we

could use the ears).

-
- We were saddened to hear that John “DOC” Bender passed away. Doc was a valued member of

our club for many years. We remember him and his “Medical Minutes” at our meetings some-
times a little longer than a minute. He was a true gentleman (gentle-man) and we will miss the
time we spent together in the later years at River Pointe Healthcare. Doc was 102. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to his family. No Public Service, only a private family service.
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